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I just received an email about a new website. It is
www.dxcal.info and it is free, however, they will take a
donation if you feel so inclined. This site is a DX calen-
dar dreamed up by Alex, SB4ALX (Cyprus) and imple-
mented by Fabio, IK2LTR (Italy of course). When you
go to the site you see a calendar and you select the
month. A calendar pops up with all the DX expeditions
for that month.

For example, our own Pete, ZF2PG & K8PGJ was listed
for January 12-15 in the Cayman Islands along with the
bands and modes he would be on. I worked him both
before and during the contest. In addition, there is QSL
information. His listing was shown for each day he was
there. Fabio states “real calendar dedicated to Dxpedi-
tion hunters.” Certainly worth taking a look at.

Larry, K8UT has informed me that Al, K8SIX has posted
a list on our website of items available from the estate of
Bob SK, K8VFV. The club gets first crack at the equip-
ment before Al goes public with it.

That’s it for now. See you on the 14th.
73

Bob, KSRGM

NEXT Meeting:

NEW DAY

2nd THURSDAY
February 14, 2019

Gino’s Restaurant
1999 Cass Lake Rd,
Keego Harbor, MI 48320

Directions: Gino’s Pizza

Gathering starts at 5:30 pm (dinner
on you) and meeting begins at 7
pm followed by the presentation.

PRESENTATION for Feb 14:
The A52A Bhutan DXpedition
of 2000
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Directors: Ted, KSNA, Bob, KSVFV,
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SEMDXA Meeting Minutes
For January 2019

Doug Basberg, N8VY, secretary

* Meeting called to order by Bob K8RGM, presi-
dent at 7:03pm 01/10/2019

* Roll Call by voice. 21 members in attendance

* Treasury Report for November and December
presented by Brad N§SNM. Motion to approve by
Rick KB50O0 and 2nd by Lee NSLJ and approved
by unanimous vote except Tim KENWD.

* Minutes as posted in Long Path. Motion to ap-
prove by Tim K§NWD and 2nd by Stan AC8W
and approved by unanimous vote.

Old Business

* Bob Crawford KEVFV became a silent key re-
cently. He was a valued member of SEMDXA and
flowers were sent to the funeral home. A number
of members attended the funeral. Bob's XYL Betty
Ann sent a note of appreciation for the flowers,
which will be passed around at this meeting.

* The traditional Christmas lunch at Zuckey Lake
was very well attended and provided great social-
izing. This has been a tradition for many years and
we certainly hope for many more.

New Business

* Bob K8RGM reminded members of the Livonia
Swap on Feb 17th 8-12noon.

* Brad N§SNM has the part number for the pro-
jector bulb assembly [SP-LAMP-018 which is
from the projector manual and their web site
www.infocus.com] and will pursue obtaining a
backup bulb assembly. When it arrives, we will

switch to the new bulb and keep the old bulb in re-
serve. That allows us to test the new bulb within the
warranty period.

* The 50/50 drawing was won by our 50-50 drawing
manager who collected the money for the tickets,
gave himself the winning ticket, and drew the win-
ning ticket. We will appoint a 'special council' to
investigate. We all know how that goes and we will
all be dead long before any determination is made.

* Al Bailey K8SIX is handling Bob's K§VFV estate
items for HAM radio. Bob had a lot of equipment
and antennas. Al is compiling an inventory that he
will provide to Larry K8UT for publication on the
web site. Perhaps an email will be sent to the mem-
bership announcing the availability of the inventory
on the web page (www.SEMDXA .org).

* Bob K8VFV was the awards manager for
SEMDXA and Doug N8VY volunteered to take
over those duties. Members submit their new awards
on-line at the web site on a form that is forwarded to
Doug for posting to the web site in the appropriate
awards area of the site.

* Our newsletter editor, Chet VE3CFK, was not in
attendance because he was undergoing kidney stone
surgery the day of the meeting. We all wish him
well. We know he would have attended if the sur-
gery was the day before the meeting.

* Bob KERGM suggested we apply for a 48% re-
fund of the $500.00 donation SEMDXA made to the
failed Bouvet Island Dxpedition. Our Treasurer,
Brad N8SNM will apply for the refund. The new
effort to do a Bouvet Island Dxpedition has some
issues and expect to delay departure until they are
resolved. It was suggested that we hold off donating
to the new expedition at this time.

* Bob K8RGM introduced our program manager,
Stan AC8W to provide our presentation of four
short videos from www.youtube.com about Bouvet
Island. We were all informed about the history and
terrain of the island. It is a very inhospitable and
dangerous place. We are lucky anyone would do a

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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Meeting Minutes (cont’d)

+Meeting adjourned at 8:05pm motion by Doug
N8VY and 2nd by Tim KENWD and appreciated
by all.

POSTAL RATE

INCREASE !

Yup. It’s going up again! Although if you recall,
it went down a penny or two recently, so this
move just nullifies the decrease (if my memory
serves me correctly).

At the end of January, U.S. domestic postage is
going up by 5 cents to 55 cents, but additional
ounces, i.e. to stateside QSO bureaus, will go
down quite a bit. International letters, including to
Canada, will remain at $1.15. "Forever" stamps
already purchased will still be good.

Here’s a summary of the rates USPS web site The

Product Current Proposed
Letters (1 0z.) 50 cents 55 cents
Letters additional ounces 21 cents 15 cents
Letters (metered 1 oz.) 47 cents 50 cents
Outbound International Letters (1 0z.) $1.15 $1.15
Domestic Postcards 35 cents 35 cents
Letters to Canada (1 0z.) $1.15 $1.15

Canadian postal rates went up mid January! Be-
low 1s a summary which has been converted into

Product Old Rate New Rate
Letters (1 0z.) 74 cents 78 cents
Letters up to 1.75 oz 90 cents 94 cents
Letters (metered 1 oz.) 62 cents 64 cents
Outbound International Letters (1 0z.) $2.09 $2.21
Domestic Postcards 74 cents 78 cents
Letters to USA (1 oz.) $1.00 $1.07

US dollars. Your editor mails his International
QSLs out of the USA for a savings of approxi-
mately $1.06 US or $1.43 Canadian and USA
bound QSLs saves me as much as 52 cents US or
70 cents Canadian. There are benefits to living on
the border!

Cycle 24

Sunspot Cycle 24 ending, Cycle 25 may start in
2019 and peak in 2024.

A recent study in the journal Nature predicts Cycle
25 will not be the dire death of the airwaves pre-
dicted. Excellent fit in modelling by the Indian
scientists connotes Cycle 25 will be at least as
strong as Cycle 24.

No 'Maunder minimum' in sight; summary at: What
will the Sun do next?

Longest Awaited DX
Entities by DX Coffee

I (editor of DX Coffee) am bringing back up on these pages a
thread started by Enrico IZ5CML on the hamradioweb.org fo-
rum. There he analyzed the longest awaited DXCC entities.
For further comments or updates, please see (in Ital-

ian) http://www.hamradioweb.org/forums/showthread.php?t=2
3080. We thank Enrico for writing these notes.

Being intrigued by a discussion occurred somewhere else, |
have wanted to make this short list of the DXCC entities that
have been missed on our bands for the longest time. Having
based on my log and some search on the net, this should be
the “rank”.

There can be mistakes or omissions, so if someone has the
correct info, please report it here; here | list the latest activity
from a certain entity; it is not necessarily a large Dxpedition, it
can also be a single operator making 1000 QSO.

| went back to 2006 and before, because a waiting time of 10-
12 years is quite “normal” for the “most wanted” entities. More
than 12 years is where the wait gets “abnormal”.

The only country, meant as a nation, in this list is the untar-
nished North Korea, under a fierce dictatorship.

In the past, back in the 80’s and 90’s, there were several na-
tions with a “most wanted” status, usually for wars or political
reason; some prefixes come to mind: 3V8, 5A, 70, YA, A5,

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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reasons (see how hard it is to get a landing permission on all

Longest Awaited DX Entities (cont’d) e e e
e S rom the ven ).

S2, XU, XY, and even BY in older times! From this point of
view, times have changed and now there are not many na-
tions where hams are considered enemies.

In 2019 what are the longest awaited DXCC entities?

P5 North Korea was operated during a very short activity in
2015, by Dom 3Z9DX, but the QSO were so few (785) that
the demand has remained basically the same as before. 17
years without a substantial activity.

3Y/B Buovet, it has been 17 years since 3Y0OC, but in 2009
we had a short operation with a few hundred QSO.

CEOX San Felix island, 17 years since XR0X.

KH3 Johnston island (AH3D 2003) , BP9 Pratas is-
land (BQ9P 2003) 17 years.

KH7/K Kure atoll, with K7C in 2005, almost 14 years.

FT5/X Kerguelen, after FT5XO in 2005, only a short oper-
ation in 2016, with a few hundred QSO , 14 years.

3Y/P Peter one, 13 years since 3Y0X.

EZ Turkmenistan, actually missing on the bands from
2007, but in 2006 the activity was already very sparse, there-
fore 12-13 years, for a country that used to have a very
normal activity for decades with many resident operators; yet,
since 2006 it has no ham radio operations due to a short
sighted dictatorship and there are no clues as to when this
situation will be unlocked.

Down the ranking, there are many entities that we have been
waiting for 10-11 years, but this is a normal time for such
remote places that are hard to get to. You have to consider
though that the wait is bound to get longer for these entities;
in a few years time, maybe even before we start to take ad-
vantage of the new solar cycle, we will have a lot of entities
inactive from 14-15-16 years and this is quite a long time; will
there be enough resources to activate them before too long?
It's unlikely, hence the time required to obtain the Top Honor
Roll will grow, but in the end, isn’t this that makes it so fasci-
nating?

It is to be said, as a final consideration, that compared to a
few years ago, there are currently more Dxpeditions to semi-
rare entities and, except for P5 and EZ, there aren’t any real-
ly rare countries (nations).

What remains is a “hard core” of 15-20 entities where it is
really difficult to go, whether for logistical or bureaucratic

‘ VP6 Pitcairn Is. ‘

October this year is the target timeframe for an
expedition, with a shipping container with the gear
ready to go from New Zealand by August 1. The
Braveheart arrives in Moorea October 7 after a
previous charter. It will re-provision and refuel,
then sail for Mangareva, arriving October 13. The
op team flies from Tahiti to Mangareva the 15th of
October and boards, sailing for Pitcairn that even-
ing, arriving at dawn October 17 to begin offload-
ing the gear. They hope to have all the stations on
the air October 18, with 14 days on the island.
With the first payment for the Braveheart due in
about two months, they appreciate the financial
support.

Pitcairn DXpedition WEB Site

I sit beside my lonely fire
And pray for wisdom yet
For calmness to remember
The DX I didn’t get
Hugh Casidy

! killed & man,
and you?

: v i T : ‘
Credit R6DHA
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Upcoming DX

Credit to DX World

Last update: January 25, 2018

L-?L‘ WOHLDI'TEL
FEATURED DXPEDITIONS TIMELINE

| 60100 | | BY/GORNU |
| V31JZIP | | T31EU |
| PU4Z | L xwem ]
| ¥VOFUD & XV9ZT | BVW/ON4AVT |
I P29NI | [ esx ]
| VEASAA |
| FYIDKSPY |

XX9D | HD&M

Edited by MMONDX

1 2 3 4 5 68 7 8 910111213 1415161718 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
FEBRUARY () 1KBLOV Max Laconca

Livonia Swap & Shop

HC—Ecuador

The Livonia (Michigan) Amateur Radio Club
(http://www.livoniaarc.com) is having their Swap
& Shop on Sunday, February 17, 2019 from 8am
till noon at the Livonia Seniors Center 15218
Farmington Road Livonia, MI 48154. Our swap
flier is attached. More information can be found :

http://www.livoniaarc.com/index.php?page=swapshop

HCIMD, Dr. Rick Dorsh, planned to start his cur-
rent operation January 18 and continue to February
7. He plans to go portable from other places in Ec-
uador too. He will be adding to his digital DXCC
totals on this trip with his FT-857, 100 watts, oper-
ating on 40-6 CW, SSB and FT8, no 60 meters. He
has a Windom, 6M Moxon, and Outbacker verti-
cal. QSL via K8LJG, plus he will do a LoTW up-
load after the trip. Rick's home call is NESZ.

Thanks Daily DX for the tidbit

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-

Upcoming DX
Start End DXCC all QSL Reported
Date Date Entity - via by
January
S7 TDDX
Ji0n1095 F2 eot:ogz Seychelles 9AA LotW -
[spots] 20171213
2019 | 2019 . J6 TDDX
Jan08 | Feb02 2 lmEE [spots] LotW 1 50190121
2019 | 2019 Myanmar XZ2B JE2QIZ | DXNews
Jan12 | Jan31 — Direct 20190112
H33J HP3AK
Jzaon11% Jza(;1391 Panama - LotW
[spots] 20190104
TDDX
J2a0n11%1 Jza(;1391 Guadeloupe FG F6ITD -
[spots] 20171213
2019 | 2019 8P9CA TDDX
Jan15 | Febos | Barbados [spots] LotW' 1 50171226
2019 | 2019 OA TDDX
Jan17 | Feb14 s [spots] LotW 1 50190121
2019 | 2019 HC1MD KSLJG
Jan18 | Feb07 Ecuador [spots] LotW 1 0190114
2019 | 2019 9IX2AW TDDX
Jan18 | Feb14 Rwanda [spots] LotW 1 50181031
2019 2019 . 60100 DXW.Net
Jan21 | Feboe somalia [spots] EP3CQ 1 55190114
2019 | 2019 P4 DLAMM
Jan22 | Jan30 Aruba (i
[spots] 20190101
2019 2019 e . DU3 TDDX
Jan22 | Feb13 | Philippines [spots] LotW 1 50190123
2019 2019 KH2 DXNews
Jan29 | Febo4 Guam il At
[spots
3B8VB TDDX
2019 | 2019 ” PPy
Jan29 | Febo7 Mauritius UA4WHX | 20190129
|SQOtS

test/DX Page

Editors NOTE:

[’ve intentionally left a wide
margin here for your notes on
band and mode fills required.

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-

Upcoming DX test/DX Page
2019 2019 . NN7A
Jan31 | Feb06 Belize V31JZ/p NN7A 20190103
2019 2019 Papua New DXNews
20180914
February
2019 2019 . DXW.Net
Feb01 | Fepog |Turks & Caicos|| VPSVMA | Club Log 20190130
AA1TM
F2e0b1(§32 erot:% Costa Rica TI5 LotwW
20181208
2019 2019 TDDX
Febo4 | Feptp | Grenada 3 LotW | 190121
TDDX
gg;g 4 55;190 Bonaire PJ4 LotwW —
20181228
2019 2019 . TDDX
Feb04 | Feb18 Vietnam XV9 LotW 20181224
2019 2019 Papua New DXNews
. P29NI Club Log
Feb06 | Feb11
° ° Guinea 20180914
TDDX
F2 33097 F2 e?b1198 Brunei V84SAA TBA
20181221
2019 2019 DXNews
Feb08 | Feb11 Svalbard JW1QH LA1QH T
2019 2019 ) DXW.Net
Feb08 | Feb17 French Guiana FY DK9PY D90
2019 2019 DXW.Net
Feb09 | Fep2q1 | Greenland oX | SM3UQK| 0 001,
2019 2019 . OPDX
Feb10 | Feb15 Sint Maarten PJ7 LotW e o
2019 2019 . . K1KA
Feb11 | Feb2s St Kitts & Nevis| V47KA LotW IS
TDDX
F2eOb1191 |:2£b1296 Macao XX9D Lotw
20180829
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test/DX Page

Upcoming DX
DXW.Net
erot;|192 |:2€0t;l199 Dominica J79 N4USA m
erot;192 erOJZQG Jamaica 6Y eQSL m—d:ﬁ
erot;195 erot;% Ogasawara JD1BLY JISRPT 23I159T)|j;6
er?t;195 erot:198 ACLEE SA Lot 20%09
e A e N e P

ARRL International DX Contest, CW (Feb 16-17, 2019)

Check here for pericon-

Fob16 | Febzs | Gambia SRk Lot 2;49%?;4
|=2£b1196 62:095 Central Kiribati T31EU LotW PASEWP
20181016
F2£b1 196 62:198 Vietham XV9YM LotW 2%6
erog 197 F260b1292 Cape Verde Is || D44TAQ LotW 5 0%27
DXW.Net
|:2£b1197 I\ig:ogs Ll B0 FM DKOPY | 20190127
425DXN
|:2(3b1198 er0b1293 Ecuador HC5MWT | Lotw ZMG
Fobto | warop | Vietam | aweur | GO0 | oo
|:2£t;]290 62:390 Senegal 6W7 ON4AVT 5 0%2 0
F2 é);zgz F2 e0b1294 Puerto Rico KP3RE LotW 20K1P: 1R;\1/ 4
F2 :b1292 62:190 Guadeloupe FG F6HMQ 20%09
TDDX
|:2£t3293 62:190 New Caledonia EK LotW —
20190129
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test/DX Page

Upcoming DX
2019 2019 DXNews
Feb27 | Maros | CGalapagos HD&M LotW' 1 20180021
2019 2019 . DXNews
Feb28 | Maros Turks & Caicos VP5 LotW 2—0190121
March
2019 2019 G4CWH OPDX
Mar01 | Mar1s | Caymanls ZF2CA Direct | 20181217
ARRL International DX Contest, Phone (Mar 2-3, 2019) Check here for pericon-

2019 2019 . DXNews
Maro3 | Mar30 Sint Maarten PJ7AA AA9A 2—0181204
2019 2019 DXNews
Mar08 | Marte | Bahamas C6AKT | LotW | ,1181130
2019 | 2019 DXW.Net
Mar0o8 | Mar16 Lesotho 7P8LB MOOXO

20190130
2019 2019 . DXW.Net
Mar10 | Mar16 Vietnam XV3lK 20190119
2019 2019 Juan Fernan- DXNews
Mari1 | Mar27 dez L L

20190106
2019 | 2019 TDDX
Mar13 | Mar25 Uganda — LotW 1 55190125
2019 2019 TDDX
Mar14 | Mar22 South Cook Is | E51HMK LotW 20_180622
2019 2019 DXW.Net
Mar14 | Mar26 Togo B LotW 1 50181230
2019 2019 DK50N
Mar14 | Mar30 Curacao PJ2 LotwW 20181209
2019 2019 . F6CTF | DXW.Net
Mar16 | Apr06 UL HULREIF Direct | 20190111
2019 2019 . DXW.Net
Mar19 | Apr02 Niue E6ET Club Log 2—0180603

CQ WPX Contest, SSB (Mar 30-31, 2019) Check here for pericontest activity too.
April

2019 2019 s . DXW.Net
Apr14 | Apr20 Djibouti J20DX/p LotW 2—0181231

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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Upcoming DX
2019 2019 | American Sa- DXW.Net
KHS LotW | —
Apr15 | Apr22 moa 20190101
2019 2019 . DK1MAX
Apr17 Apr25 Burkina Faso | XT2MAX LotW 20181201
DXW.Net
2019 2019 ==
Apr21 Apr28 South Cook Is E51DLD W6HB 20190128
2019 2019 |French Polyne- OPDX
. FO LotW
Apr21 | M
pr 20 sta 20180827
May
2019 2019 GOVJG
May03 | May05 Fiji 3D2AS | MOOXO | o 54206
2019 2019 | Wallis & Fu- GOVJG
May06 | May20 tuna = MOOXO | 5151226
2019 2019 ; DXNews
May07 | May14 St Vincent J88PI GW4DVB 20180831
2019 2019 GOVJG
May20 | May22 Fiji 3D2AS | MOOXO | 5154096
2019 2019 TDDX
May20 | Junig | Guatemala | TGOBBV LoW 1 0181128
2019 2019 GMOOBX
May25 | Juno1 | Luxembourg X LoW 1 0181008
June
2019 2019 AB2RF
Jun23 | Junzs | Caymanls Lol LotW 1 50100119
2019 2019 | Saba & St Eu- Bil WODR Di-| W9DR
Jun25 Jul02 statius rect
20181228
2019 2019 . AB2RF
Jun26 | Junzs | Jamaica s LotW' 1 50100119
August
2019 2019 WA4DAN
Aug01 | Aug31 St Paul Ll LotW 1 50180819

test/DX Page
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