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Survival!

Hope all have survived the first half of the summer. Wow! Talk
about hot, and I’'m not talking about DX. It was way too warm to
be working on outdoor antenna projects. So make sure you get
them done in August because the DX is coming in September (or
at least it’s going to pick up).

WIDXCC is coming in September. I’ve heard that very few club
members are going to the new venue. I’ll be the designated club
scout and report back in October on what I found. Our September
club meeting is the Thursday before WODXCC, so I will not be in
attendance for the September meeting.

6M E skip propagation is coming to an end for the season. Prior to
FT8, 6M was usually dead by mid-July. FT8/4 has extended that
season into August and September. So it’s not too late to get on
6M and have some fun. You don’t need exotic antennas. Any-
thing that will tune on 6M will get you heard. WAS or Fred Fish
Memorial are two awards you can work towards on 6M. FT8 has
really changed this band.

Till next month,
Good DX
73, Chet VE3CFK

Calendar

NEXT Meeting:

NEW DAY

2nd THURSDAY
September 12, 2019

Gino’s Restaurant
1999 Cass Lake Rd,
Keego Harbor, MI 48320

Directions: Gino’s Pizza

Gathering starts at 5:30 pm (dinner
on you) and meeting begins at 7
pm followed by the presentation.

PRESENTATION for
September 12:
TBA
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RX antennas for Top

Band

Top band, AKA 160M is a noisy band. Natural
noise and man made noise plague this band chal-
lenging those of us that chase DX on this band to
pursue LOW NOISE antennas.

One antenna that I have found affective is to use
my HF beam, which is a Mosley PRO-57B (20,
27, 15,12,10M). Because it is not resonant on
160M, it does not peek the noise on 160M. Grant-
ed that the signal that you are trying to copy is
weaker than would be the case with a resonant
160M antenna, but what is interesting is that the
S/N ratio improves with the non resonant antenna.
Try it out sometime. You will find that it also
works on 80 and 40 and 30M as well.

I came across this interesting web site from Top
Band Reflector. It compares commercially availa-
ble receive antennas as well as beverages and bogs
for top band.

Link to RX antenna comparison for Top Band

For those that like to chase weak signals on 160,
80 and 40M, this comparison will help you in
finding a solution that fits your back yard. And
now is the time to get ready for those long winter
nights of chasing DX on 160M.

CYOC

By the time you receive this newsletter, CY9C—
St. Paul Island should be on the air. They had
helicopter problems which forced the helicopter to
return to base and be repaired. It was expected
that this would delay the St. Paul setup and opera-
tion by a day. As of this moment I see several
spots, so now’s your chance to fill those band
empty band slots. Don’t forget FT8/4.

HAMFESTS

8/3/19 Columbus Hamfest Columbus, OH
8/3/19 U. P. Hamfest Escanaba, MI

8/10/19 DX Engineering Hamfest Tallmadge, OH
8/10/19 Central Kentucky Lexington, KY
8/11/19 Seaway Trunk Swap  Port Huron, MI
8/17/19 GARS Germantown Germantown, OH
9/7/19 GRAHamfest Wyoming, MI

9/7/19 CMARC Hamfest Okemos, MI
9/7/19 Greater Louisville ~ Shepherdsville, KY
9/8/19 Findlay Hamfest Findlay, OH

9/14/19 Central Kentucky Richmond, KY
9/15/19 Adrian Hamfest Adrian, MI

9/21/19 GMARC Trunk Swap Shelby Twp, MI
9/21/19 OHKYIN ARS Hamfest  Cincinnati, OH
9/22/19 Cleveland Hamfest Berea, OH

9/22/19 Flying Beers Int'l ~ Ferndale, MI

9/28/19 Paintsville Hamfest Paintsville, KY

HAMVETION

Hamvention 2019 Attendance
Approaches All-Time Peak

The Hamvention Executive Team announced on
July 15 that attendance at Dayton Hamvention®
2019 was 32,472. This marks the highest attend-
ance recorded since Hamvention moved in 2017
from Hara Arena to the Greene County Fair-
grounds and Exposition Center in Xenia, Ohio.
This year’s attendance also approached an
all-time Hamvention high. Attendance at the show
peaked in 1993 at 33,669, before the 1996 change
in date from April to May while Hamvention was
still being held at Hara Arena. Last year,
Hamvention welcomed 28,417 visitors in its sec-
ond year in Xenia. Attendance in 2016 for the
show’s final year at Hara was 25,364.
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Hamvention hosted the ARRL 2019 National
Convention, and both embraced the theme of
“Mentoring the Next Generation.”

Hamvention officials suggested that a small factor
behind the increased attendance could have been
the free admission on Sunday. Sunday-only tickets
accounted for some 800 of the total attendance.
The open admission day was an effort to allow
local non-hams to experience Hamvention, and
free Sunday admission is expected to be continued
next year, Hamvention officials said.

Amateur operators from all US states and territo-
ries and 60 other countries attended Dayton
Hamvention 2019.

The world’s largest Amateur Radio exposition,
Dayton Hamvention is sponsored by the Dayton
Amateur Radio Association (DARA) every third
full weekend in May. Hamvention 2020 will take
place on May 15, 16, and 17.

-- ARRL Website

FT8/4 Banter

If you do not subscribe to Top Band Reflector,
you might want to consider doing so. Although
primarily focused on 160M discussions, they
sometimes get sidetracked and chat about other
stuff which is loosely connected with 160M. The
last several posts have been about FT8, and it’s
ramifications on the HF bands. Here’s one mans
view (Jeff VY2ZM):

It is mid summer here and E season on 6M has
been fun to play with while 160m is pretty S L O
W as it usually is.

On these pages (Top Band Reflector pages) there
has been a lot of chatter regarding FT8—(which

basically took over 6M DX'ing starting in July 2017
- all DX is now on 50.313 FT8 - which is why I had
to adopt this mode in order to continue DX'ing on
6m). It was either do that or give up operating on
6M during E season.

I do hope that CW continues to thrive on Topband -
but this past season there was TONS of DX on FT8
and in my opinion LESS DX on CW than in prior
years. It is quite possible to work in JA on 160m
from here on FT8 with 100w out - which would
have been quite rare indeed on CW as I recall (I do
not think I ever worked JA with 100w from here -
but who knows?)

Today as I write this - [ am listening to 28.074Mhz
on a totally DEAD 10m band. If1 tune the entire
CW portion and the whole SSB portion, there is
NOTHING - repeat NOTHING there - no signals
whatsoever to be found. Yet on 28.074Mhz - I just
worked a whole page of Europeans on FT8 - to my
almost total INCREDULITY!!

I am not sure how I feel about all of this - but one
thing is SURE - the DX world has changed - and
there is no looking back.

I love CW on Topband and used to love CW on 6m
- but that no longer exists -so I do hope the 6m mi-
gration to FT8 does not repeat itself on Topband!
To all a good summer and CU on CW again start-
ing in September.

73 JEFF VY2ZM

Historic trans-Atlantic
contact made on 144 MHz

A historic contact was made on Sunday the 16th
June 2019 when the Atlantic was spanned for the
first time on 144 MHz.

D41CV on Cape Verde Islands off the coast of Af-
rica managed to work FG80J in Guadeloupe on
144.174 MHz using the FT8 digital mode. The dis-
tance was an incredible 3,867 kms.

To put that into context, the distance from the west
coast of Ireland to Newfoundland is 3,000 kms.

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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Upcoming DX Credit to DX World

=.“WORLD:
FEATURED DXPEDITIONS TIMELINE

Last update: July 22, 2013

I VATJA |
| C5sP |
| 8Q7sU |
| crac |
T
| T2 |
| 307GB |
| WIHTAVPI | | TOSM |

| ol00 |
12 3 456 7 8 9101M121314151617 181920 212223 24 2526 27 28 29 30 31

Edited by MMONDX AUGUST (€9) IKBLOV Max Laconca

DX IS/

Recently one of the local QRPers came dashing in,
a bit madly as usual, and shouted: “He lives. He
lives. Superman lives”. When we got him down
off the walls and somewhat coherent, he told us,
between gasps: “You see, there was this rare DX
station on and this W4 was in there trying to work
him. When the DX station stood by for Fives, the
W4 was portable Five. Then the DX station was
listening for Sixes and the W4 was portable Six.

When the DX station was looking for Ones, the I will be active as follows:

W4 was portable One. It has to be Superman, it HCIMD?/2 from the Provincia de Santa Elena, Ecuador

has to be. That W4 is faster than a speeding bul- I%ITIE FARALLON DILLON LIGHTHOUSE - CAPAY ON
%et . Tearing hlmsel.f 100‘8‘6’ the QRPe,r dashed off Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society (arlhs.com) ECU-017
into the stgrm shouting: “Superman lives. Super- JULY 27 - AUGUST 5, 2019

man lives in Four-land”. Son of a Gun! What Rig: TS-50s & Spider Vertical (40-30-20-17m) - mainly CW
could we say. We decided we had better do some (no FT8) .

listening ourselves. It is not everyday one can QSL via: K8LIG (Lotw after the trip)

work Superman. 73, Rick NE8Z/HC1MD

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-

Upcoming DX
Start End DXCC all QSL |Reported
Date Date Entity - via by
June
2019 2019 . 60100 TDDX
Jun15 | Jul31 SEELR spots] | EToCQ | 20190528
July

2019 2019 . TK 425DXN
Julo4 | Augog | Corsica spots] | "™ | 20190622
2019 | 2019 . E44WE DXW.Net
Julos | Augog | Patestine | g | SO 20190600
2019 | 2019 . XV9DXB DXNews
Jul20 | Augo3 Vietnam EB7DX

[spots] 20190709
2019 | 2019 |StKitts & Ne-| Vazia | . | WSION
Jul20 | Aug11 vis [spots 20190228
2019 | 2019 . J6 TDDX
Jui21 | Augo3 | Stlucia spots] | O™ | 20190715
2019 | 2019 YJOGA ZL3GA
Jul21 | Augo3 | Vanuatu spots] | 272G | 20190709
2019 | 2019 Cret sve [svacLy| svacLd
Jul23 | Jul31 ete [spots] | Direct | 20190718
2019 2019 . C5SP SP3PS
Jul23 | Augos | Gambia | SPPS | 20190713
RSGB IOTA Contest (Jul 27-28, 2019) Check here for pericontest activity
2019 | 2019 HC1MD/2 NESZ
Jul27 | Aug05 Ecuador LoTW

[spots] 20190724
2019 | 2019 | o o MU |HBOGW/| TDDX
Jul28 | Augo1 Y | [spots] J | 20190722
2019 2019 . 8Q7SU TDDX
Juld1 | Augo7 | Maldives spots] | °TV | 20190504
2019 2019 CY9C WA4DAN
Juid1 | Augo7 | StPaull spots] |0 -99| 20190513
2019 | 2019 VK9APX TDDX
Jul31 | Augto |LerdHowels| o | AP | 20190625

test/DX Page

Editors NOTE:

[’ve intentionally left a wide
margin here for your notes on
band and mode fills required.
Good luck in the chase!

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=E44WE
http://dxnews.com/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=XV9DXB
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/v47ja
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=V47JA
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=J6/K3TRM
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=possilbe
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=SV9/SV2CLJ
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=C5SP
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/iota2019.html
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=HC1MD/2
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=MU/HB9GWJ
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=8Q7SU
http://www.cy9c.com/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=CY9C
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.dxwatch.com/dxsd1.php?f=0&t=dx&c=FO/AI5P
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Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-

Upcoming DX
— August
oy | oy | euador | wez | ow | 20
'33;(?3 '3891197 Aland Is OHOUDG | LoTW 20%1 3
'33;(?3 '3891197 Madagascar | 5R8PX LoTW 21)2129%2); 1
,33;(?4 :1?91196 Georgia Ak LoTW 20%22
:3;(?6 ,6?391198 Maldives 8Q7GB | LoTW mﬁ,
:3;88 '31?91192 Madeira CR3EE 0z2]| 20?9202(;05
/33;190 A21?g1198 sl\:li:.isgg: Tosw | LoTw | 200
20190625
/33;197 559154 Market Reef | 0J0O |OE1ZKC 2‘(;2159%4
,0\235;293 8260;092 Solomon Is H44 LoTW 5 0%25
/ff;; 325;3197 Burundi | 9USTMM | LoTw | = o
September
Sep0' | Sepso | Somalia | 5070 | LoTW | 2pi00ig
Sepo2 | Sepoo | Fili | 3D2VR | DDOVR | pronrs
Sep06 | Sepoo |  Palau | T8BPB | LoTW | 2pi00rsy
3o | Sy | onana || swsau ['BONR| O
325;39 Sztgp1196 Samoa 5WO0VR | DDOVR Eoi?;%\;\;z
8290;192 82e0p1198 Liechtenstein HBO LoTW 2 0%0 1
2019 2019 Palau T8 Home | DXNews
Sep14 | Sep25 Call 20190427

test/DX Page
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Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-

Upcoming DX

Seps | Sepso | eSwatini | 302000 | TP | gz
Septt | Sepo1 | Tonsa | A3sd4 | DDOVR | prongy
Sepz0 | oo | Crete | SV | LoTW | piian,,
Sopo | sepzr | 'SleofMan | > | MOURKX| pricol
322;31;1 52:097 Belize V31US | V31DX 20%20
Sepzs | sepzr | Fil | 302 |DDOVR| pone
Sep2é | O | Tonga | AL | LOTW |y
2o | 2 | Shelemes | e | worw |

20181128

CQ WW DX Contest

, RTTY (Sep 28-29, 2019) Chec

k here for pericontest

2019 2019 . 12YSB
Sep28 | Oct11 Liberia A82X | LoTW 1 55190417
2019 2019 . DXW.Net
Sep29 | Octos | Tanzania SH3 RCSA | 20190618
2019 2019 OPDX
Sep29 | Oct13 Cape Verde Is| D44TWO | MOOXO 20190513
October
2019 2019 HA5AO | DXNews
Octo1 | Octtg | Lesotho | 7P8AO | pioit | 20190325
DXW.Net
52:092 32:191 Tokelau zZk3a | LoTw | ==
20181217
2019 2019 St Pierre & DXW.Net
Oct02 | Oct14 Miquelon TOB0SP | LoTW
20190722
2019 | 2019 KD7WPJ
octo3 | oct10 Vanuatu YJOBCP |KD7WPJ 20190530

test/DX Page
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https://www.ha5ao.com/
http://dxnews.com/
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://users.telenet.be/on4ann/MD/
http://www.dailydx.com/
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/a35ag
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.kv1j.com/fp/Sep19.html
http://www.dailydx.com/
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqr2019.html
http://www.i2ysb.com/idt/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.papays.com/opdx.html
https://www.ha5ao.com/
http://dxnews.com/
https://tokelau2019.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.dl7df.com/fp/
http://dx-world.net/
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U . DX Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-
pcoming test/DX Page
2019 Oc-[2019 Oc- ey 425DXN
newto7 {23 West Kiribati T30GC LoTW 20190510
2019 Oc-| 2019 DXW.Net
08 | Novoa | Norfolkl VKON | LoTW 1 5190520
2019 Oc-| 2019 TDDX
t15 | Nov03 Mayotte FH DJ7RI 1 55190610
2019 Oc-|2019 Oc- Arub P4 PA7DA | DXW.Net
t17 t31 ruba Buro | 20190704
2019 Oc-| 2019 . OPDX
t18 | Novo1 | Piteairnl VPeR TBA | 50181217
2019 Oc-| 2019 |Lakshadweep DXNews
t19 | Nov03 Is VUZRL | LoTW 1 5190416
2019 Oc-| 2019 MDXC
20 Nov01 Comoros D68CCC TBA 20190609

CQ WW DX Contest,

SSB (Oct 26-27, 2019) Check here for pericontest ac-

November

Novos | Nowoy | Vanuatu | womec | TBA | lCel
Nov4 | Nowts | Rwanda | sx2aw [MOOXO Z));Vs;/ogf;
Noiob | Movte | Marauesas | DT | LoTW | ol
Nov0B | Novrs | Vemuatu | vioec | TBA | o
Novi | Novzo | mg | vKeez | LoTW | e
Novid | Novzo | Vemuatu | viorwa | TBA | CCO
Nty | novao | Vietnam | xveD | LoTw | i
2000 | 2972 | Lord Howe I || VkoLQ || DFsAN : O):V;/O'::;

CQ WW DX Contest, CW (Nov 23-24, 2019) Check here for pericontest

December

2019 | 2019 . DXW.Net
Dec02 | Dec2o |BurkinaFaso| XT2AW |MOOXO| . 00-1,
2019 | 2019 . TDDX
DecO4 | Dec13 | StMartin ES LoTW 1 50190522

SEMDXA Web Site: www.semdxa.org
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http://www.c21gc.com/
http://www.425dxn.org/
http://vk9n-2019.dxing.pl/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://dx-world.net/
https://pitcairndx.com/
http://www.papays.com/opdx.html
https://vu7ri.com/
http://dxnews.com/
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqs2019.html
https://r4waa9.wixsite.com/yj0rrc
http://dx-world.net/
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/9x2aw
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.marquesas2019.com/
https://r4waa9.wixsite.com/yj0rrc
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.vk9cz2019.com/
http://dxnews.com/
https://r4waa9.wixsite.com/yj0rrc
http://dx-world.net/
http://dx-world.net/
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqc2019.html
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/xt2aw
http://dx-world.net/
http://k9el.com/SaintMartin2019/SXM2019.htm
http://www.dailydx.com/
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Credit to: NG3K Amateur Radio Con-
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Upcoming DX
January
2020 2020 SPYFIH
Jan12 | Jan3t Norfolk | VKINK [ SPOFIH |, 0
February
2020 2020 |[South Orkney K5GS
Feb20 | Mar05 Is veg | LoTw
20190316
March
2020 | 2020 ) DXW.Net
Mar01 | Mar15 Zambia 9J2LA  [MOOXO| ;1190514

ARRL International

DX Contest, Phone (Mar 7-8,

2020) Check here for

2020 | 2020 o 0PDX

Mar18 | Apro3 West Kiribati T30ET LoTW 20190630
April

2020 2020 i GW4DV | DXW.Net

Apro6 | Apr1a | StVincent | J88PI B | 20190625
July

2020 | 2020 ND7J

Julos | Juls Aruba P4 ND7J 1 50190722

October
2020 | 2020 WA4DAN
Octo5 | Oct12 Sable | cvoc  |ClubLog| 5190513
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http://www.semdxa.org
https://sorkney.com/qsl/
https://9j2la.com/
http://dx-world.net/
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxs2020.html
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http://dx-world.net/
http://www.nd7j.com/aruba2020
https://cy9c.com/sable-2020.html

